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PREFACE. 


The Nltisžlra of Kamandaka h ao epitomo of Eandlya*a 
oalebratod treatiso oa ci vii politj, otbarwisa known as Artha- 
aästra. The eaaence of the acienco of politics elaboratolj 
dealt with in tbe greab work of KaotÜya, conaisting 
of 180 cbapters is briafly set fortb io this work ia 36 
cbapters. Tho commentary of thia work oalled Jajamangala 
and writteo by Sankarärya explaina with precision and 
cleamess tho meaning, and may be regarded more aa a 
“Bhftshya’* on tbe text. Theto ia alao anothcr lafei' 
tlay oommentary of thia work n ained 4 wA diy 
publiahed in Calcutta (Samvat, 1041), But Jayamangala aar- 
paaaes theother commentary both in respect of udefulness in 
underatandiDg the toxt and of its admirable literary merita 
and haa every olaim to be brought beforo the publio, 

A good number of palm leaf manuecript copiea of tbe 
text and commentaryj aboiit a centory oid and almost correot 
was available for preparing tho preaent edition of the work. 
The tezt was baaed on three maniiscripta whiob are denoted 
in the foot-notea by tho iettera and n, and the com¬ 

mentary iehasad on six mauuacripta märked, «r. and 

All these manuscripts were obtained front the Patace 
Library excepting the laeb one, w wbick was procnrcd from 
the library of Govinda Pisharodi of Kailaaspuraot, Bear 
Kaduthnrutti. 

When and whore tbe autbor, Kfl.mandaka or Kämandaki 
hived, it ia not possible to de tormine, It is certain, however, 
ihat he ia anterior to Bbavabhoti wto flourisbed ia the seventh 
century A, D. FoFi it is legitimate to surmiae that 
Bhavabhhti was conversaut with the Nttislra of Kftmandaka aa 
he tbought it fit to give the namoi Kamandaka—the traditional 
sense of which is reetrioted to the autbor of tbe Nttiaftra 
—to a female aecetio in hia MillatlmftdbaTa wbo is deficribed 







Tl 


aa profioveat in tbo art of diplomacy. TUe NltiafUra is also 
oi teo at tho end of the first cbapter of Daaakiim&racliarita of 
Datidia who lived in tbe latter halE of the si jfch century A,D. 
Dr, Rajendra Lal Mitra, in hia prefaco to the Nitisära of 
Kä>iDanda][a, obserrea that a nrork of the like tifcle was takoQ 

to the Island of Bali hj the Hindna who emigrated thifcher 
about the begmning of the Cbristiao era. 


Information regarding the commentator, SankarÄrja 
alsoia equallj scaotj. From the cloaing aentenoe of NlvI 
a commentary on Rüp47at4ra of Dharmatirti, 

”, it 13 seen that ife was 
wntten by Sankarärya of the Pftrasava faraily, Bnt tha sama- 
ness of name will not he guffident to sliow tbat the anthor 
of Jayaraangalft and of the NJvl aro identical, a.s againat it 
thero 13 the fact t.hat nowhere in tbe commentary has our 
commentator made imy mention of Jih anceatrj. And tho 
author of p. grammatical work called SniTflprafcyayamäla 
also beara the name of Sankarärya, But he makeg a diapky 
of lits own name aa well os of hia brother by insortiog them 
in the body of his work, whereaa the author of Jayamangala, 
in tbe full confidence that the morit of hia work would ha 
aufficient guarantee to make his name famoiiB did not stoop 
to put in his name in the body of tbe work. From the vanity 
of the One and the magaanimity of the otber, it is not likely 
that they may be one and tho Baino person. 
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